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MALYON, Albert 
 

Private, No.16142 
1st Battalion, Suffolk Regiment 
Place of Birth: Helions Bumpstead 
Date of death: Saturday, 8th May 1915 
Killed in Action  
Memorial: Menin Gate, Ypres 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 41 years 

 
Albert Malyon was born 1875 in Helions 
Bumpstead, his father was an agricultural 
labourer who presumably helped to work 
the land connected to the church, as the 
address was the Parsonage. 
 
On 29th August 1896 Albert married Mary 
Ann Callow, who was from Kedington, and 
at this time they were living at 16, Burton 
End, Haverhill.  His occupation was a 
labourer and his wife was a factory hand. 
According to the 1901 Census they had a 
daughter Florence Maud, who was one 
year old, and the family had moved to 9, 
Camps Road, Haverhill, and Albert had 
become a builders assistant and Mary was 
a hair brush worker. 
 
By the beginning of the 1914 War Albert 
was employed as a plasterer by Jackson 

Allen, and the family had increased by at least two more children, Ida Lilley born 
1904 and Albert Ernest born 1905.  It would seem that Albert and Mary had two 
other children who had died in infancy, Albert William in 1898 aged seven months, 
and Elsie Gladys in 1907 aged one year.  The family had moved again by this time 
and were living at 3, Peas Hill, Haverhill, where it would appear the family remained 
for the duration of the War. 
 
Albert enlisted in the 3rd Battalion Suffolk Regiment, and was transferred to the 1st 
Battalion at a later date. The Suffolks were involved in the battle at Frezenberg 
Ridge near Ypres in which Albert, along with most of the Battalion, lost his life.  
Heavy artillery bombardment by the Germans caused massive destruction to the 
British lines and opened up a two mile gap in the defence, heavy rainfall during the 
bombardments made life very difficult for the troops. The Battle for the Frenzenberg 
Ridge was one of the Suffolks bloodiest encounters of the war to that date. The 
battalion had been told that they were expected to hold at all costs. The artillery 
barrage unleashed on them was the worst they had encountered. Their lines of 
communication were cut and the only route for them was through this barrage to 
Ypres itself. The enemy succeeded in breaching the right flank and before mid day 
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the battalion was overcome. They suffered 21 Officer casualties and 434 Other 
Ranks were either dead, wounded or missing. One of those killed was Albert. 
 
A notice appeared in the Haverhill local newspaper on 21st August 1915 to say that 
the family of Private A. Malyon had received official intimation that he had been killed 
in action. On 28th August it added that he was killed at Poelcopelle on May 8th 1915. 
This information had come via the American Embassy from the German 
Government. 
 
The South West Suffolk Echo of 28th August 1915 reported that:  

‘Last week we announced the fact that Pte. A. Malyon, of 3, Peas Hill, 
had been killed in action. The official notification received by Mrs. M.A. 
Malyon of that death occurred at Poelcapelle on 8th. May 1915. He 
was killed in action and was buried at the place named.’ 

 
His family were sent a scroll commemorating his sacrifice, and his wife was in receipt 
of the “Widows Penny”.  He was awarded the Victory, British and 1915 Star medals, 
as well as being commemorated on the Haverhill War Memorial his name appears 
on the Menin Gate, Ypres.  
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 


